
  
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
 
 

On the road to Emmaus, the disciples said,  
‘were not our hearts burning within us as he opened 
the scriptures to us’.   
 
Lord,  
Open our minds to your gospel message,  
Help us to listen to it more attentively, 
Help us to understand it more clearly 
Help us to live it more faithfully. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Amen 
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The Passion of Christ : Mark 15:20-41 
 
They led him out to crucify him.  They enlisted a passer-
by, Simon of Cyrene, father of Alexander and Rufus, 
who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross.  

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which 
means the place of the skull.    They offered him wine 
mixed with myrrh, but he refused it.   

Then they crucified him, and shared out his clothing, 
casting lots to decide what each should get.  It was the 
third hour when they crucified him.  The inscription giv-
ing the charge against him read, 'The King of the Jews'.  
And they crucified two bandits with him, one on his 
right and one on his left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads 
and said,   'Aha! So you would destroy the Temple and 
rebuild it in three days!  Then save yourself; come down 
from the cross!'  The chief priests and the scribes 
mocked him among themselves in the same way with 
the words,  'He saved others, he cannot save himself.  
Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the 
cross now, for us to see it and believe.'   Even those who 
were crucified with him taunted him. 

When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour.And at the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 'Eloi, eloi, lama sabach-
thani?' which means, 'My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? 

When some of those who stood by heard this, they 
said, 'Listen, he is calling on Elijah.'  Someone ran and 
soaked a sponge in vinegar and, putting it on a reed, 
gave it to him to drink saying, 'Wait!   And see if Elijah 
will come to take him down.' 
But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.  And the 
veil of the Sanctuary was torn in two from top to bot-
tom.  The centurion, who was standing in front of him, 
had seen how he had died, and he said, 'In truth this 
man was the Son of God.' 
 
There were some women watching from a distance.  
Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary who was the 
mother of James the younger and Joset, and Salome.  
These used to follow him and look after him when he 
was in Galilee. And many other women were there who 
had come up to Jerusalem with him.  
 
Questions to think about 
1. Simon helped Jesus carry his cross., those who 

were crucified with him taunted him and the 
women stayed and didn't run away.  What mes-
sage do all of those have for us today? 

2. Jesus says ‘My God, my God why have you for-
saken me’?  What do you think he meant and what 
is he saying to us? 

3. The centurian says ‘In truth this was the Son of 
God’.   What did he mean?  What is Mark saying to 
us? 


