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Easter Prayer (Matthew 28) 
 
 “Do not be afraid," - God, I hand over to You 
those things that make me so afraid. Resurrect the 
parts of my faith weakened by fear. 
 "I know that you are looking for Jesus," - God, 
when my soul is searching, help me know the an-
swer to every longing can be found in You. 
 "He has risen," - God, the fact that Jesus is 
risen should lift my head, my heart and my attitude. 
Help me to live today as if I really believe this with 
every part of my life. 
 "just as he said," - Jesus, You keep Your prom-
ises. Help me live as though I believe that with 
every part of me. Help me trust You more, obey 
You more and resemble You more. 
 "Come and see," - Jesus, You had the angels 
invite the women in to see for themselves that You 
had risen. You invite me into these personal revela-
tions every day. Forgive me for sometimes rushing 
about and forgetting to come and see for myself ... 
You, Your Word, Your insights. 
 "Then go quickly and tell his disciples," - Jesus, 
I don't want to keep my faith secret. I want to be a 
bold and gracious proclaimer of the truth.  
 For You. With You. Because of You.  
In Jesus' Name,  
Amen.  
 

- Lysa TerKeurst 



The Resurrection in Matthew’s Gospel 
 
The central details of Jesus’ resurrection (death, burial, resurrec-
tion) are to be found in the four Gospels and in Paul’s first Letter to 
the Corinthians (1 Cor 15:3-9).  Although the basic story of the 
death, burial and resurrection is agreed, each writer is looking at it 
from a slightly different perspective and is making a slightly differ-
ent point(s).   
 
Matthew’s Gospel reaches a crescendo in the resurrection scene.  
Jesus’ birth was accompanied by powerful demonstrations of God 
at work (the announcement of his birth by an angel, the appearance 
of the star, the arrival of the magi, etc).  His death is accompanied 
by wondrous signs (the curtain of the temple is torn from top to 
bottom, there is an earthquake, many of the holy dead appear, and 
the Centurion and his cohort declare “Truly, this was the Son of 
God” (Mt 27:54).  Also, Jesus’ resurrection is accompanied by mar-
vellous signs (the earthquake, the angel rolling away the stone and 
speaking with the Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” Mt. 28:2).  
Matthew is affirming that all is happening in accordance with 
God’s plan of salvation.  The final age is now established. 
 
Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” witnessed Jesus’ death on 
the cross, his burial, and the empty tomb.  Now the angel an-
nounces to them that Jesus “has been raised” by God “just as he 
said”; Jesus had said he would be raised in Mt 16:21; 17:22-23; 
20:18-19.  The angel then commissions the two women to go 
“quickly” and tell Jesus’ disciples that he has been raised from the 
dead, and that he “is going before them to Galilee.  There you will 
see him” (Mt 28:7).  On their way to the disciples they meet Jesus 
(Mt 28:9); this meeting is unique to Matthew’s Gospel.  They seize 
his feet in an action that verifies the reality of his person and his 
tangibility.  We are told that the women then worship him (Mt 
28:9).  Jesus, now risen, then directly commissions the two women 
to announce his resurrection to the disciples: they are to give them 
the exact same message the angel asked them to give (Mt 28:10).  
In Matthew’s account their authority as bearers of the resurrection 
message is unchallenged and the apostles go to Galilee as instructed 
by the two women. 
 

In Palestine at the time of Jesus, women were not accepted as wit-
nesses in a Jewish court.  Therefore they must have been the first  
witnesses to the resurrection as it would have been much less em-
barrassing for the early Church to have men as witnesses instead.  
 
However, the opposition Jesus experienced throughout his public 
ministry resurfaces in the persons of the Pharisees and the Chief 
Priests, who brand Jesus as an “impostor” and ask Pilate to put a 
guard on the tomb “lest his disciples come and steal him and say to 
the people ‘he has been raised from the dead’” (Mt 27:64). 
In the resurrection of Jesus, and in our (future) resurrection, God is 
saying that humanity is not to be destroyed or annihilated.  Instead, 
the resurrection is saying that humanity, created by God and seen by 
him as “good,” is of lasting or eternal importance, is to be further 
transformed or transfigured and must be seen from an eternal per-
spective. 
 
Matthew’s Gospel reaches its climax in Galilee.  As announced by 
the two women after meeting the Risen Jesus in the garden, the dis-
ciples are to go to Galilee; there they will see the Lord.  The final 
scene of Matthew’s Gospel (Mt 28:16-20) is the commissioning of 
the disciples by Jesus to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have com-
manded you.”  That must have seemed like a ‘tall order’ to a group 
of men and women who were still struggling to find meaning in the 
events of recent days.  The last words spoken by Jesus in Matthew’s 
Gospel (“Behold, I am with you always,” Mt 28:20) are his reassur-
ance calling for our trust. 
 
Barbara Bowe offers us some suggestions as we too struggle to find 
meaning in the events of Easter week.  ‘It is as communities of faith 
that we must ponder together the events of our lives, straining as the 
disciples did to understand their meaning....  Searching the scrip-
tures, sharing the word, and steeping ourselves in the traditions of 
our ancestors all open us to God’s ways...  In the sharing of table 
fellowship with the stranger and those in need..... we take on the 
self-giving attitude of Jesus and recognise the risen Lord in oth-
ers..... In that way we live and proclaim the Good News of God’s 
blessings to all nations, to the ends of the earth’ (Biblical Foundations 
of Spirituality, ps.144-145). 
 
 


