
Anoint me 
 

Anoint me with the oil of integrity, O God. 

Anoint my head so that all my thoughts come from 

your love. 

Anoint my eyes so that I might see your presence 

clearly. 

Anoint my ears so that I may hear the cry of the poor 

around me. 

Anoint my lips that I may proclaim the good news to 

all around me. 

Anoint my hands to hold and heal the many lives that 

are broken, that I may do good and bring hope into  

hopelessness. 

Anoint my feet to walk in your ways, to run and 

never grow weary, to stand up for justice. 

Anoint my heart with warmth and compassion for all 

who are in need, 

Anoint  my spirit for mission that I might reach out 

into the heart of the whole hurting world. 

Amen. 
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Mark 14: 1-11  The Woman who anointed Jesus 
 
The story of the Passion can be read quite successfully as 
a continuous storyline without the story of the woman 
who anointed Jesus.  In fact it is often left out of the Pas-
sion reading on Palm Sunday.  Yet Mark places it here in-
tentionally to highlight the woman’s faithfulness in 
marked contrast to the chief priests and scribes who con-
spire against Jesus immediately before the anointing and 
Judas who agrees to betray him immediately after.   
 
The anointing takes place in the house of Simon the 
leper.  As a leper, he would have been excluded from all 
social contact and, by associating with him, Jesus makes 
himself unclean.  
 
The anointing can be seen in a number of different ways 
i) It was customary to pour oil on the hair of guests at 

dinner parties given by the well-to-do. And the inci-
dent can be understood, as an act of respect and 
devotion to Jesus by the woman.  She breaks the jar 
and pours out everything she has in gratitude to Je-
sus.  

ii) It could be seen that the woman anoints Jesus for 
his burial and Jesus even says this in  Mk 14:8.   

iii) The woman  acts as a prophet anointing Jesus as 
Messiah but in particular a suffering Messiah, which 
is why the anointing for death as well as king/
messiah can go hand in hand.   

 

The woman understands Jesus’ role as Messiah far 
better than the male disciples.  She understands that 
Jesus must suffer while Peter, even though he con-
fesses that  Jesus is the Messiah (Mk 8.29),  fails to 
understand that it is necessary for the Messiah to 
suffer and die, and he attempts to dissuade Jesus 
from his mission. 
 
The woman used very expensive perfume and the 
disciples object to her wasting the money.  Jesus’ re-
ply that “you will always have the poor with you” is 
often misinterpreted.  It does not mean that Jesus is 
disregarding the poor.  What he means is that the 
woman alone realises that Jesus’ time has come and 
that he is about to go to his death in a way that the 
disciples and the others present do not.   
 
It is also possible that Jesus is challenging the disci-
ples and their attitude to the poor here.  Mullins says 
that “the disciples couched their criticism in false 
concern for the poor, a bluff called immediately by 
Jesus who reminded them that the poor were always 
present and in need of help, a remark very likely 
charged with the implied question and reprimand: 
‘What have you done for them before, and what will 
you do for them in the future?  Don’t be using them 
as an excuse!” 
 
 
 
 


